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them, they believe with a fulness of assurance which
they do not, accord even to the evidence, of their
senses when the general opinion of mankind stands
in opposition to it. "When, therefore, any rule of life
and duty, whether grounded or not on religion,, has
conspicuously received the general assent, it obtains a
hold on the belief of every individual, stronger than
it would have even if he had arrived at it by the in-
herent force of his own understanding. If Nbvalis
could say, not without a real meaning, "My belief
has gained infinitely to nie from the moment when
one other human being has begun to believe the
same," how much more when it is not one other
person, but all the human beings whom one knows of.
Some may urge it as an objection, that no scheme of
morality has this universal assent, and that none,
therefore, can be indebted to this source for whatever
power it possesses over the mind. So far as relates to
the present age, the assertion is true, and strengthens
the argument which it might at first seem to contro-
vert ; for exactly in proportion as the received systems
of belief have been contested, and it has become
known that they have many dissentients, their hold
on the general belief has been loosened, and their
practical influence on conduct has declined : and since
this has happened to them notwithstanding the re-
ligious sanction which attached to them, there can be
no stronger evidence that they were powerful not as